Grace Presbyterian Church
30 May 2021

9:30am
Trinity Sunday

Rooted in Christ, We Gather in Spirit.
Welcome to Worship!

The Trinity in stained glass.

We Gather
CENTERING WORDS1
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but have everlasting life.

PRELUDE
WELCOME and CALL TO WORSHIP2
Give the Lord glory and power.
Adore the Lord, resplendent and holy.
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.
The whole earth is full of God’s glory.
Heed the voice of the Lord, full of power.
Regard the voice of the Lord, full of splendor.
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.
The whole earth is full of God’s glory.
The God of glory thunders.
The Lord’s voice flashes flames of fire.
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.
The whole earth is full of God’s glory.
In God’s temple, the people cry, “Glory!”
For the Lord will give strength to the people.
The Lord will bless the people with peace.

OPENING HYMN God of Great and God of Small

No.19

(Because the singing of hymns is discouraged during this period of
pandemic, you are invited to hum or meditate on the verses below.)

God of great and God of small,
God of one and God of all,
God of weak and God of strong,
1
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God to whom all things belong,
alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name.
God of silence, God of sound,
God by whom the lost are found,
God of day and darkest night,
God whose love turns wrong to right,
alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name.
God of heaven and God of earth,
God of death and God of birth,
God of now and days before,
God who reigns forevermore,
alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name.

CALL TO PRAYERS
We come to be reconciled to the One who gives life eternally. Let
us pray.

PRAYERS OF APPROACH & CONFESSION3
Creating, all powerful, and triune God, we acknowledge your
authority as our maker to command our obedience.
Loving Jesus, one with humanity, and Holy spirit,
living presence of God, we thank you for the countless
blessings you pour into our lives.
Our hearts rejoice, holy one: for your infinite love, which echoes
through creation;
for Christ’s love, which came to us in human form;
for the Spirit’s love, which calls our hearts into
fellowship with you. We bow before you, the
Three-in-One, and ask that you continue to bless us,
that we may draw ever closer to you, as your children
and your heirs.
(Silence)
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Almighty God, in our pride, we have forgotten your holiness and
your due as creator of all that is; we have failed to care for your
creation.
By your grace and mercy, heavenly Father, forgive us
when we act as if we were your equals. By your love
and compassion, holy Mother, correct us when we
squander opportunities to care for your creation.
Christ, our Savior, through indifference and hatred, we have
failed to live out your gospel of love for all of our sisters and
brothers.
By your grace and mercy, beloved Jesus, forgive us
when we create divisions, rather than live in unity and
love as God’s children.
Holy spirit, we have failed to listen for your guidance, and have
not heeded your call to serve God’s kingdom.
By your grace and mercy, forgive us when we turn a
deaf ear to your call and when we act as disobedient
children. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF GOD WITH US4
God forgives us through an unchanging, enduring love. Be
assured that having received the Spirit, we can state with
confidence:
“We are children of God, and if children, then heirs,
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ.”

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
Jesus invites us to be born from above to receive new and
abundant life. The gift of God’s love made known to us in Christ
through the Spirit is stirred up by gratitude. So with grateful
hearts let us share the peace of Christ with each other.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

We Reflect
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION5
Come, Holy Spirit, come. Open our hearts and minds and lives to
your call through this holy word. Amen.

SCRIPTURE LESSON

Isaiah 6:1-8

SCRIPTURE LESSON

John 3:1-17

SERMON

Rev. Kathryn R. Mustaro
Wondrous Love

We Respond
SERVICE FOR THE ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF
ELDER AND DEACON
Opening Sentences

There are different gifts,
But it is the same Spirit who gives them.
There are different ways of serving God.
But it is the same God who achieves God’s purpose
through them all.
Each one is given a gift by the Spirit, to use it for the common
good.
Together we are the Body of Christ, and individually
members of him.
Introduction of Officers to be Ordained and/or Installed
Peter Godinez, Janice Royer, Laura Taff, Carol Thomson
Elders
Deacons Tammy Aug, Gwen Cox-Roberts
5

Ibid.

The Constitutional Questions
Questions to the Congregation

Do we, the members of the church, accept these persons as
Ruling Elders and Deacons, chosen by God through the voice of
this congregation to lead us in the way of Jesus Christ?
We do.
Do we agree to encourage them, to respect their decisions and to
follow as they guide us, serving Jesus Christ, who alone is Head
of the Church?
We do.
Laying On of Hands
Prayer of Ordination and Installation
Declaration of Ordination and Installation

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Lord in your mercy/in thanksgiving,
Hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

OUR GIFTS OF SACRIFICE and THANKSGIVING6
Invitation

“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send,
and who will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I; send me!’” In
light of Isaiah’s offering of himself to the Lord, now is the time for
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us to offer ourselves and our gifts to God.
Thank you for sending your offerings.
They make a great difference to our church’s work in the world.
Musical Meditation
Prayer of Dedication

O Lord God, these offerings we make are tokens; they represent
our love for you. We thank you for your Spirit’s gifts to us, so
mysterious, bountiful, and astounding. They are blessings upon
blessings. These blessings reveal your presence among us as the
merciful, holy, and loving one. Amen.

We Are Sent
CLOSING HYMN

We Join in Proclaiming

Tune: No. 37

By Carolyn Winfrey Gillettte
Used with Permission
(You are invited to hum or meditate on the verses below.)

We join in proclaiming the faith we believe in —
that God is Creator and we are God's own.
We trust in Christ Jesus and gladly receive him,
for we have been blessed by the love he has shown.
Christ died and is risen and, one with the Father,
He reigns now in heaven, still loving the earth.
The Spirit of God that moved over the waters
now moves here among us, empowering God's church.
O God, we have pondered through years of our history
how you can be Father and Spirit and Son.
We've prayed and we've studied and called it a mystery
that you are three persons and yet you are one.
Creating and saving, your church here renewing,
you still are one God working many good ways.
May we humbly thank you for all you are doing!
O God in three persons, we offer you praise.

BENEDICTION7
Now go forth with the song of the seraphs in your hearts.
We will praise God’s glory and strength.
Depart to rejoin the wayward world we live in.
We will be led by the voice of the Lord.
Go in peace as children of the almighty Creator.
Thanks be to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

POSTLUDE
All songs not in the public domain are used by permission of CCLI #1124594.

THIS WEEK AT GRACE
Special Retirement Coffee for Pastor Kathryn May 30th
Today, May 30th we are having a special coffee immediately
after the worship service to give thanks and well wishes to
Kathryn, who will be retiring. Please join us for cake and coffee
and a time to express our gratitude to Kathryn for all she has
done for Grace during this time of transition. We are grateful that
God sent her to us! We wish Kathryn and her family blessings and
joy as they begin their next steps toward moving and retirement.

Update on our journey to call a new pastor.
The Session has met with the Committee on Ministry (COM)
several times to plan for our immediate future once Kathryn
leaves Grace. The Session has nominated names of members who
they think would benefit the church by serving on the Pastor
Nominating Committee (PNC). If you would like to nominate a
member to serve on the PNC please contact one of the elders.
COM is helping us find Supply Pastors who are interested in
serving as worship leaders and possibly join into a longer term
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relationship with Grace until we are ready to call a new pastor.
As of right now Rev Janet Williams will be leading our worship
service on June 6th. We will also be meeting with another Supply
Pastor who is interested in serving in this capacity.

Pastoral Care Associate
We are happy to announce that Justin Warner will be our Pastoral
Care Associate beginning June 2, 2021. He will serve in this
position for the summer and he will also be leading worship as
needed. If you have any Pastoral Care needs please reach out to
your deacon or Justin.

Vital Congregations Bible Study
Grace Presbyterian Church is participating in the Vital
Congregations Initiative, a commitment to intentionally
embodying the 7 Marks of a Vital Congregation: Lifelong
Discipleship Formation, Intentional Authentic Evangelism,
Outward Incarnational Focus, Empowerment of Servant
Leadership, Spirit-Inspired Worship, Caring Relationships, and
Ecclesial Health.
A weekly Bible study on the 7 Marks is offered on Wednesdays at
7pm, May 26 - July 7. Sunday classes will be added as
warranted. This is a joint study with 3 churches, led by the
pastors of the churches and the leaders of the Vital Congregation
Initiative. A zoom link will be sent out to the congregation. Please
join in on what promises to be an opportunity to study, learn and
grow!

May 30th Installation and Ordination of Officers
During today’s Worship Service we will be holding Ordination and
Installation of our newly-elected elders and deacons. Please join
us in person or via zoom for this important event.

The Week Ahead at Grace PC: May 30-June 5
For additional information, call the church office or ask an usher!

Sun. May 30 9:30 am Sunday Service
10:30-11:30 am Special Retirement Coffee for
Pastor Kathryn
Mon. May 31
Tues. June 1
Wed. June 2

3:00 Women’s Bible Study
7:00 pm Vital Congregations Bible Study
8:00 - 8:30 pm Meditation on Zoom

Thurs. June 3
Fri. June 4
Sat. June 5
Sun. June 6
9:30 am Sunday Service

The Ministry of Help
Sometimes people in our congregation can use a little help as
they recover from illness, surgery or the death of a loved one.
The Hospitality Team along with the Deacons provide:
● Meals, in rotation with others
● Rides to a doctor or treatment
● Visits, in rotation with others
Right now, we have a handful of people needing meals. A little
more help keeps the rotation manageable. We also would like a
few more drivers. If you feel called and willing to do this, please
contact Elder Kathie Daniel or one of our Deacons.

Look Who’s Serving
May 30

June 6

Mike Royer

Carol Thomson

Zoom

Maryann Rappa

Church
Open

Mike Royer or
Carol Thomson

Liturgist

June 13

June 20

Peter Godinez
Aidan Godinez

Peter Godinez
Aidan Godinez

Peter Godinez
Aidan Godinez

Mike Royer or
Carol Thomson

Mike Royer or
Carol Thomson

Mike Royer or
Carol Thomson

Ushers

Church Leadership
Justin Warner - Justin will be starting Wednesday, June 2nd
and will be in charge of Pastoral Care. If you have an issue
come up please contact your deacon. If it is a true emergency
contact Justin at justin.warner@ptsem.edu
Church Office -Maryann Rappa is in the office Monday Tuesday and Thursday. You can reach her at 732-297-9182 or
office@gracepcsb.org.

Not Sure Who to Contact?
❖ Questions about donations - Contact Al Goddard
❖ Questions about the children’s ministry - contact Nancy
Varga
❖ Questions about the Deacons - contact Dottie Pickell
Have a prayer request? - contact Joelle Gray

Christian Education
The Christian Education Committee encourages you to attend the
Vital Congregation Bible Studies (information is provided in the
bulletin). If you have questions or need more information, please
contact Nancy Varga at 732-543-9479.

Sand Hills Preschool
Sand Hills Preschool is a wonderful, safe place to play, learn and
grow! Check out our website sandhillspreschool.com to see
our class offerings!
A Friendly Reminder:
Due to state regulations and now especially with COVID
precautions, it is imperative that no one use the preschool
entrance or enter that part of the building Monday-Friday from
8:00-3:30. Thank you for your understanding and your support
in keeping our staff and students safe!

Sand Hills Wellness Center
Please check the website for the latest programming
sandhillswellness.com

