Grace Presbyterian Church
17 April 2022

9:30am
Easter Sunday

Rooted in Christ, We Gather in Spirit.
Welcome to Worship!

Source: The Edinburgh News, The Easter Story

We Gather
MOMENT OF PAUSE
Think about the gifts of love you have received or given to
others in the past year.

PRELUDE

Vince DiMura

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP1
Give each child (or the entire congregation) a few strips
of rainbow cloth or colorful streamers to wave. Prior to
the beginning of worship, explain to the children that
when you say, “It is God’s special word,” they are invited
to wave the fabric/streamers and shout, “Alleluia!
Alleluia! Alleluia!” You might have the children surround
the worship space. The call to worship can be read by
one or two voices.
ONE: There are alleluias in the air,
TWO: that skip a beat as they dance over tombs,
ONE: that push at stones and reveal a savior,
TWO: that explode with a slow beauty in the sunrise,
ONE: that wake the birds and tear at the dawn.
TWO: It is God’s special word:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
ONE: There are alleluias in the air,
TWO: that are filled with the voice of God,
ONE: that are spoken aloud in the chambers of
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parliament,
TWO: that break open hope for the poor,
ONE: that paint faith with the color of rainbows.
TWO: It is God’s special word:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
ONE: There are alleluias in the air,
TWO: that fill silence with song,
ONE: that fill fear with hope,
TWO: that fill injustice with compassion,
ONE: that fill worn out things with new life.
TWO: It is God’s special word:
RESPONSE: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
ONE:Let us worship amidst the alleluias.
HYMN*

Jesus Christ is Risen Today

OPENING PRAYER2
Our eyes are barely open,
the sky has hardly brightened,
the morning has just begun,
and we see you have already done a new thing.
Praise be to you, O God.
Your ways are beyond our understanding,
your mystery is too vast for words,
yet on this day, we dare to believe
that you are making us into new creations.
Alleluia!
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No. 232

PRAYERS OF CONFESSION3
Sovereign Christ, we are your disciples –
your wounded hands and feet in the world today.
At times we have been the frightened ones, staying at a
distance, worried about our status or our reputations.
But you come close to us, bringing peace and challenge,
unlocking our potential and setting us free.
At times we have been the weeping ones, filled
with grief and lost hope we are unable to see
your presence in our midst.
But you come close and speak our names
and we discover that we are fully known and loved,
and our hearts reach out to embrace you.
Now we come close to you in worship.
We come with our fear, our confusion, and our tears
and we find ourselves liberated and united
by the love of the resurrected one.
Amen
WORDS OF AFFIRMATION4
Based on Isaiah 65:17–25

O“Look,” says God,
“I am making a new heaven and a new earth.”
Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed.
“The events of the past will be completely forgotten,
they will never come to mind.”
Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed.
“Wolves and lambs will eat together,
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there will be no harm or evil on my holy mountain.”
Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed.
This is the same God who raised up Jesus Christ and
whose spirit is making all things new.
Christ is risen.
SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
Called to be one in Christ Jesus, we are made
to love one another in unity and grace.
Peace be with you!
And also with you.

We Reflect
A TIME FOR CHILDREN & THE YOUNG AT HEART
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION5
Dear God, let us not only hear of you
but see you with our own eyes through your
Word. May we also experience your presence
by the Holy Spirit.
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.
OT SCRIPTURE
HYMN

5

Isaiah 65:17–25

Christ is Risen! Shout Hosanna
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No. 248

NT SCRIPTURE LESSON
SERMON

John 20:1–18

Rev. Donald M. Pitches
Your Easter Moment

We Respond
HYMN*

Christ is Alive

No. 246

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Lord in your mercy/in thanksgiving,
Hear our prayer.
Bring a white candle for each volunteer reader. The
candles can be different shapes and sizes. One at a time,
the readers will process from the back of the worship
space, carrying the lit candle. Have the reader read a
stanza of prayer at the front of the worship space and
then place the lit candle in the Easter display. For each
petition, the reader will light a tealight using the large
candle and place it in the display. The reader then
returns to their seat. Alternatively, this prayer can be
prayed by one voice.
ONE: The world is different now for, in Christ,
we know that your love cannot be contained –
not by death’s grave,
not by human walls that divide and separate,
not by barriers of hopelessness and despair.
For all who suffer, are ill, or are in grief, we pray…
(light a tealight).
For all who wait to be fully included, we pray…

(light a tealight).
For the places of hopelessness within and around us, we
pray…
(light a tealight).
TWO: The world is different now for, in Christ,
your Spirit has pushed its way through
and befriends the earth once again.
For the seasons of creation
and the earth’s pattern of death and renewal, we pray…
(light a tealight).
For all the ways your presence is revealed to us through
creation, we pray…
(light a tealight).
For the delights and joy of life, we pray…
(light a tealight).
THREE: The world is different now for, in Christ,
hands that held a whip and a hammer
have seen the futile victory won with violence.
And hands once held in death’s grip by nails,
now offer peace to all the earth.
For forgiveness offered and received, we pray…
(light a tealight).
For tables of diplomacy
and cooperation between nations, we pray…
(light a tealight).
For peace that transcends differences, we pray…
(light a tealight).
Amen.

OUR GIFTS OF SACRIFICE and THANKSGIVING
Invitation6
We live in the wonderful reality of God’s promise. We live
in the joyous hope of God’s new day. Let us give thanks
to God as we share our gifts and make an offering.
Thanks to all those whose gifts and offerings have sustained the
church during these difficult times. Plates are available in the
sanctuary to receive your offering. You can give online by visiting
the church website.

Musical Meditation

Vince DiMura

Doxology* Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow No. 607
Praise
praise
praise
praise

God, from whom all blessings flow;
Christ, all people here below;
Holy Spirit evermore;
Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication*7
We offer our gifts this day with gratitude.
Through them, may hope come to those who know
despair, may love come to those who feel alone,
may healing come to those who endure pain.
May these gifts be a sign of our commitment
to serve you in the world. Amen.
6
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Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
Invitation
Invitation hymn # 508 Come to the Table
Affirmation of Faith: Summary of the Law, page 36 in
hymnal
Words of Institution
Prayer of Consecration
Eating the Bread & Drinking the Cup
Prayer before dismissal

We Are Sent
CLOSING HYMN* Joyful, Joyful,
We Adore Thee

No. 611

BENEDICTION*
Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Go to live as the Body of Christ
resurrected by love
and empowered by the Spirit
to continue God’s work in this world. Amen.
POSTLUDE
*Indicates please stand in body and/or in spirit. All songs not from Glory to God are used by permission of CCLI #1124594

