Grace Presbyterian Church

January 11, 2026 Baptism of our Lord 9:30 am

“This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom | am well pleased.”

Welcome /VISION STATEMENT
We are an open and affirming congregation.

We genuinely welcome people of all ages,
races, ethnicities, genders, sexual orientations,
beliefs,
and those who are cognitively
and or physically challenged.

Our vision is to be a community of love and purpose,
each one engaged in ministry,
seeking to know Christ, growing in discipleship,
and embodying God’s love for the world.




Prayer Candles
Before Worship, you may offer a prayer and light a candle
at the communion table.

We Gather
PRELUDE
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

Call to Worship (Inspired by Isaiah 43:2)
When we pass through the waters,

God is there with us.

When we suffer and feel hopeless,

God is there with us.

When we are joyful and celebratory,
God is there with us.

Whether we feel triumphant or defeated,
God is there with us, always.

Come, let us worship together with Emmanuel,
God with us!

~ written by Rev. Mindi, and posted on Rev-o-lution.

*Hymn #265 “Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun”

Call to Confession

Sisters and brothers in Christ, our baptism

is the sign and seal of our cleansing from sin,

And of our being grafted into Christ.

Through the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Christ
the power of sin was broken



and God’s kingdom entered our world.
But we do not always live as citizens of God’s kingdom,
Or as ones freed from the power of sin. Let us pray...

Prayer of Confession

Sovereign God,

in baptism you called us to turn from sin

and to turn to Jesus Christ;

but we stray from his ways

and do not heed your call.

In baptism you joined us to Christ in his death
that we might be raised with Christ in new life;
but we cherish old ways

and fail to embrace the risen life

of righteousness, justice, and love.

In baptism you united us with all the baptized
who confess your name;

but we foster division in the church.

We refuse to live as one people,

and so fail to withess to your reconciling love
before the world.

In baptism you call us to ministry

in all realms of life,

but we refuse the struggle to know your will;
we do not nurture the ways of peace;

we allow enmity and hatred to grow among us,
putting neighbor against neighbor,

and nation against nation.

We abuse the earth you entrust to our care,
and life in discord with all you have made.

In baptism you sent us to serve with compassion
all for whom Christ died;

but we ignore the suffering of the oppressed




and the plight of the poor.

We take bread from the hungry,

and will not listen to cries for justice.

In baptism you gave us the Holy Spirit

to teach and guide us,

but we rely on ourselves,

and refuse to trust your direction.

We spurn your eternal wisdom,

preferring the luring ways of the worid.
Remembering the promises you made to us in our
baptism,

forgive our sinful ways

and heal our brokenness.

Set us free from all that enslaves us,

and raise us to new life in Jesus Christ,

that we may be your faithful servants,
showing forth your healing love to the world,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen

Words of Assurance

Hear the good news!

In baptism we were buried with Christ

and raised to life with him,

through faith in the power of God

Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.

The old life has gone; a new life has begun.
I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ,
you are forgiven.

Amen.

Hymn #155 “Raise a Song of Gladness”
(please remain seated and sing 3x)



We Reflect
Prayer of Illumination
Holy Spirit,
who hovered over the waters at creation’s birth,
who descended in the form of a dove at Jesus’ baptism,
who was poured out under the signs of fire and wind at
Pentecost:
Come to us, open our hearts and minds,
so that we may hear the Word of life
and be renewed by your power,
for you live and reign with the Creator and the Redeemer,
now and forever.
Amen.

First reading from the Prophet Isaiah 42:1-9
A time for Children and the Young in heart
Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 3:4-17
SERMON

*Hymn #164 “Down Galilee's Slow Roadways”

We Respond

MISSION STATEMENT
Our Mission is to Know, Love, and Serve God

Offertory Invitation
Musical Meditation




Prayer of Dedication

(Many thanks to all who contribute to the mission and
ministry of our church in offering plates during worship
and by electronic giving throughout the year).

Prayers of God’s People (sharing of Joys and Concerns)
Lord, in your mercy/with thanksgiving, Hear our
prayer.

Renewal of Baptism

Hear these words from Holy Scripture:

Just as the body is one and has many members
and all the members of the body, though many,
are one body,

so it is with Christ.

For in the one Spirit

we were all baptized into one body—

Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—

and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.
Now you are the body of Christ

and individually members of it.

God has told you what is good: and what does the
Lord require of you?
To do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with our God.
1 Cor. 12:12-13, 17, Micah 6:8

PROFESSION OF FAITH
With the whole church,
let us confess our faith responsively using the



words of the Apostles’ Creed...

Do you believe in God the Father?

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ,

God'’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the commmunion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Eternal and gracious God, we give you thanks.
In countless ways you have revealed yourself in



ages past,

and have blessed us with signs of your grace.

We praise you that through the waters of the sea
you led your people Israel out of bondage,

into freedom in the land of your promise.

We praise you for sending Jesus your Son,

who for us was baptized in the waters of the
Jordan,

and was anointed as the Christ by your Holy Spirit.
Through the baptism of his death and resurrection
you set us free from the bondage of sin and death
and give us cleansing and rebirth.

We praise you for your Holy Spirit,

who teaches us and leads us into all truth,

filling us with a variety of gifts,

that we might proclaim the gospel to all nations
and serve you as a royal priesthood.

We rejoice that you claimed us in our baptism,
and that by your grace we are born anew,
becoming a beloved child

and a member of Christ’s body.

By your Holy Spirit renew us,

that we may be empowered to do your will

and continue forever in the risen life of Christ,

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all glory and honor, now and forever.

Amen.

REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM
Who is your Lord and Savior?
Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior.



Do you renounce the ways of sin that creates
separation and defies God'’s justice and love?
I renounce them.

Will you be a faithful disciple of Christ, obeying his
word and showing his love to your life’s end?
I will

Remember your baptism and be thankful.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, ...Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

We Are Sent
*Hymn #286 "“Breathe on Me, Breath of God”

*Charge and Benediction

Let us lead a life worthy of the calling to which we
have been called, with all humility and gentleness,
with patience, bearing with one another in love,
making every effort to maintain the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace. Eph. 4:1-2

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Alleluia! Amen. 2. Cor. 13:13

*Sharing the Peace of Christ
Peace be with you!




And also with you.
(We invite you to offer a sign of peace to those around
you and as you gather for fellowship. We remind you to
ask what folks feel comfortable with...a verbal greeting, a
handshake or fist bump, etc. Do not assume.)

POSTLUDE

*Indicates, please stand in body or spirit.
All songs not from Glory to God are used by permission of CCLI #1124594



