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Prayer Candles  
Before Worship, you may offer a prayer and light a candle 

at the communion table. 
 

We Gather       
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
WELCOME AND VISION STATEMENT 

We are an open and affirming congregation.  
We genuinely welcome people of all ages,  

races, ethnicities, genders, sexual orientations, 
beliefs,  

and those who are cognitively  
and or physically challenged.  

Our vision is to be a community of love and purpose,  
each one engaged in ministry,  

seeking to know Christ, growing in discipleship,  
and embodying God’s love for the world. 

 
PRELUDE                                     
          
Lighting of the Advent Candle 
It doesn’t matter whether or not you have faith; 
whether or not you are cynical or despairing, 
hope-filled or hope-less: 
what matters to God is simply that you are here. 
 
We are entering the time of Advent, 
in preparation for Christmas. 
Advent reminds us that if God is to be born again 
in the most ordinary parts of our world and our lives 
that we need to prepare for it. 



We need to make the space in our lives 
where hope, peace, joy, and love might be born. 
 
We light one candle for one God, 
The one who comes to us as a baby,  
vulnerable and innocent, 
We light one candle for one hope,  
one light, one salvation. 
We light one candle to say YES to the invitation  
to participate in the story of God’s people. 
 
Lord God, 
We have grown so jaded,  
that we hardly even look for the miracles anymore.  
Open our eyes, that we might see your good work 
in new ways, Amen. ​  

 
*Hymn #92  “While We Are Waiting, Come”​  
 
Call to Confession  
God is the witness to our lives, 
the One who sees all we do and fail to do, 
the One who hears what we say, and don't. 
God is also the One who cleanses us, 
who makes us pure, 
who forgives us. 
Join me as we pray to our God, 
 
Prayer of Confession 
Refining God, 
it is not easy for us to admit  
we are not a blameless people. 
We trust the promises of politicians, 



but have trouble believing the ones you have made. 
We find ourselves captive to emotions and lusts 
which stun us, but doubt you can save us. 
We prefer the shadowy streets of the world, 
rather than walking in your Light.  
 
Forgive us, Faithful One. 
May the Light of Christ show us your way; 
may the Love of Christ overflow from our lives to 
others; 
may the Life of Christ be our model as we seek to 
be your people.  
 
      (Silence is kept for personal confession.) 
​ ~ posted on Waiting for Water: Liturgy for The Easter Journey 2013 
Words of Assurance  
Do you feel it? 
God's tender mercy rests on you,  
heals you, transforms you. 
Do you see it? 
God's Light breaks into our lives, and shows us the way. 
Renewed and made whole, 
we see the path God has prepared for us— 
the way of peace, 
   the way of hope, 
      the way of grace, 
         the way of service. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 
​ ~ written by Thom Shuman, and posted on Lectionary Liturgies. 

​   

Song of Response to the Good News of Forgiveness 
 
#95 “Prepare the Way of the Lord” (3X, remain seated) 



We Reflect                                             
Prayer of Illumination 
               
Reading from the Gospel of Luke 1:5-25​              
 
A time for Children and the Young in heart   
 
Reading from the Gospel of Luke 1:57-80 
 
SERMON                                  
 
*Hymn #109  “Blest Be the God of Israel" 
 

We Respond 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Our Mission is to Know, Love, and Serve God 

       
Offertory Invitation 
Musical Meditation                                
 
Prayer of Dedication 
God of every good gift, 
We offer what we have back to you,  
knowing that your son  
is the greatest gift we will ever receive.  
Grant us glad and generous hearts,  
ever and always, Amen.  
 
(Many thanks to all who contribute to the mission and 
ministry of our church in offering plates during worship 
and by electronic giving throughout the month). 



Prayers of God’s People (sharing of Joys and Concerns) 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 
                              We Are Sent  

   
Hymn #149 (words) “All Hail to God’s Annointed” 
                  (Tune: Ellecombe #197) 
 
*Charge and Benediction   
 
*Sharing the Peace of Christ 
Peace be with you! 

And also with you. 
(We invite you to offer a sign of peace to those around 
you and as you gather for fellowship.  We remind you to 
ask what folks feel comfortable with…a verbal greeting, a 
handshake or fist bump, etc. Do not assume.) 
 
POSTLUDE         
*Indicates, please stand in body or spirit.  
All songs not from Glory to God are used by permission of CCLI #1124594 


