Grace Presbyterian Church
8 May 2022

9:30am
Fourth Sunday of Easter

Rooted in Christ, We Gather in Spirit.
Welcome to Worship!

“The Long Road” by Russell McGuire, 2014
The Arizona Commission on the Arts

We Gather
PRELUDE
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP1
Come, let us worship God, who is deserving of praise,
glory, wisdom, thanksgiving, honor, power and strength.
Come, let us worship God.

HYMN*

Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak

OPENING PRAYER2
O God, shepherd of us all,
we thank you for protecting us,
guiding us, feeding us, loving us.
Be with us even now.
Receive our worship,
our praise, and our concerns.
In this time of worship,
may we rest our hopes in you
that we may be led to open our hearts
to the blessings of word, song, and sacrament.
Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION3
Loving God,
we reflect upon those times
when we have not acknowledged
your presence with us:
in nature (pause)
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in city streets (pause)
in daily living (pause)
in challenging times (pause)
in wonderful times (pause)
in all the in-between times (pause)
in times of need (pause)
when we feel hounded by enemies (pause)
when we are cared for by “shepherds” (pause)
in the faces of the many people
we encounter each day (pause).
Forgive us, God.
Inspire us to worship and celebrate
your presence in every moment. Amen.

WORDS OF AFFIRMATION4
Whether we are lost or confused,
wandering or waiting,
God’s love is steadfast.
Faithless or doubting
disobedient or disowning,
God is present to us.
Weary or distracted
tired or defeated,
we are held in God’s sustaining, nurturing love.
Thanks be to God!

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
Called to be one in Christ Jesus, we are made
to love one another in unity and grace.
Peace be with you!
And also with you.
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We Reflect
A TIME FOR CHILDREN & THE YOUNG AT HEART
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION5
Living Lord, you meet us in unexpected places
and surprise us with the abundance of your love.
Feed us by your Word and fill us with your Spirit
so that we may follow you this day, and always;
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Savior. Amen

HYMN

Sanctuary

No. 701 (repeated 2xs)

ADAPTED PSALM READING
The Lord is my Shepherd, I have all I need,
She makes me lie down in green meadows,
Beside the still waters, She will lead.
She restores my soul, She rights my wrongs,
She leads me in a path of good things,
And fills my heart with songs.
Even though I walk, through a dark and dreary land,
There is nothing that can shake me,
She has said She won’t forsake me,
I’m in her hand.
She sets a table before me, in the presence of my foes,
She anoints my head with oil,
And my cup overflows.
Surely, surely goodness and kindness will follow me,
All the days of my life,
5
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And I will live in her house,
Forever, forever and ever.
Glory be to our Mother, and Daughter,
And to the Holy of Holies,
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
World, without end. Amen.
Words from Psalm 23, adapted by Bobby McFerrin.
Copyright © Bobby McFerrin. Used by permission.

NT SCRIPTURE LESSON

Acts 9:36–43

36 In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her
name is Dorcas); she was always doing good and helping the
poor. 37 About that time she became sick and died, and her body
was washed and placed in an upstairs room. 38 Lydda was near
Joppa; so when the disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they
sent two men to him and urged him, “Please come at once!”
39 Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken
upstairs to the room. All the widows stood around him, crying and
showing him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made
while she was still with them.
40 Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his
knees and prayed. Turning toward the dead woman, he said,
“Tabitha, get up.” She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat
up. 41 He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet. Then
he called for the believers, especially the widows, and presented
her to them alive. 42 This became known all over Joppa, and
many people believed in the Lord. 43 Peter stayed in Joppa for
some time with a tanner named Simon.

SERMON

Justin Warner

Why I Love Jesus: Part 1

We Respond
HYMN*

O Christ, the Healer

No. 793

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Lord in your mercy/in thanksgiving,
Hear our prayer.

OUR GIFTS OF SACRIFICE and THANKSGIVING
Invitation6
We live in the wonderful reality of God’s promise. We live in the
joyous hope of God’s new day. Let us give thanks to God as we
share our gifts and make an offering.
Thanks to all those whose gifts and offerings have sustained the church
during these difficult times. Plates are available in the sanctuary to receive
your offering. You can give online by visiting the church website.

Musical Meditation
Doxology*

God, We Honor You

No. 709

Prayer of Dedication*7
Generous God, your gifts are countless. You lead us, guide us,
and restore us when we need it most. May we recall this
generosity now and remember the examples of Tabitha and
others who share what they have and give to those in need. We
offer these gifts to you and pray that you will bless them for your
work of ministry. Amen.
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We Are Sent
HYMN*

We Will Go Out with Joy

No. 539

RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION*
Go into the world
where the Spirit of Christ is already at work,
feeding, clothing, caring, tending.
We go in the name of Jesus to be
the Body of Christ in our time and place.
Amen. Let it be so.
Amen.

POSTLUDE
*Indicates please stand in body and/or in spirit.
All songs not from Glory to God are used by permission of CCLI #1124594

